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100 franca, or \\d. for every 4d., i. e., 2s. 1\d. for every 1007., about 
\ per cent. 

He sums up the statement thus : — That 14 centimes for general 
expenses, 12 centimes for losses, and 3 J per cent, for discount at the 
National Bank upon every 100 francs, have been the whole of the 
deductions to which the merchants, manufacturers, and others, who 
have been partners in this mutual bank, have been subjected : so that, 
according to his report, they have received the accommodation which 
they have required, at the low rate of 3f per cent. 

It is obvious that this institution has existed for too short a time 
to justify any one in pronouncing a judgment as to its soundness or 
stability, but it is interesting to notice its progress during the yet 
few years of its existence, as, even if it be known in England, I am 
not aware of there being any Company established in this country of 
a like character and object, though there are institutions founded on. 
similar principles of mutual credit in extensive operation among the 
landed proprietors of Poland. Their operations, however, as iar 
as I have learnt, are mainly confined to lending money on landed 
property. 



On the Duration of Life among Lawyers; with additional observations 
on the Relative Longevity of the Members of the Three Learned 
Professions. By "William A. Gtjt, M.B., Cantab.; Fellow of the 
Moyal College of Physicians; Professor of Forensic Medicine, 
King's College; Physician to King's College Hospital; one of the 
Honorary Secretaries to the Statistical Society; Sfc. 

[Read before the Statistical Society of London, February 17th, 1857.] 

As ten years have now elapsed since the author of this paper 
addressed himself to the subject of the duration of life among profes- 
sional men, and as his more recent essays on the same subject have been 
separated from each other, and from the present communication, by 
some interval of time, it may be well to begin by a short retrospect 
of the results already attained, as far as they relate to the three 
learned professions. 

The author's first paper, " On the Duration of Life in the Mem- 
bers of the several Professions," which was read at the Statistical 
Section of the British Association in 1846, and published in the 
Journal pf this Society, in December of the same year,* was founded 
entirely upon the ages at death, extracted from the "Annual 
Register," from 1758 to 1843. The number of facts relating to the 
clergy was 963, to members of the legal profession 312, and to 
rriedical men 260, giving a total for the three learned professions of 
1,535. The durations of life deduced from these data, in the case of 
the members of the three professions who died aged 51 years and 
upwards, were as follows : — 

Clergy 74-04 I Medical Men (chiefly physicians) 72*95 

Lawyers, (chiefly barristers) .... 72-78 | Learned professions collectively 76-02 

Thus compared, the clergy had an advautage over the other two 

* See the Journal of the Statistical Society, vol. ix., p. 346/ 
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professions of little more than a year, while lawyers and medical men 
were very nearly on an equality ; the three learned professions were 
also found to hold a very favourable position when compared with other 
members of the upper and middle classes of society. 

This paper was followed, after an interval of five years, by an 
essay " On the Duration of Life among the Clergy," read before this 
Society in November, 1851, and published in the Society's Journal 
for December of the same year. This essay was based upon the 
ages, at death, of clergymen, extracted not only from the " Annual 
Register," but from several county histories, from " Chalmers' 
Biographical Dictionary," and from the "Gentleman's Magazine" 
for the years 1834 to 1839 inclusive. 

After setting forth the average results derived from these several 
sources, some numerical comparisons were made with a view of illus- 
trating the influence of town and country, and of the married and single 
state, on the duration of life ; and tables were given comparing the 
duration of life of the clergy in different centuries, and showing the age 
to which the popes and saints of the Komish calendar had attained, when 
contrasted with the bishops and archbishops of our own church. 

The essay, "On the Duration of Life among the Clergy," was 
followed, in December, 1853, by a similar contribution, illustrative of 
the "Duration of Life among Medical Men." The facts in this 
essay were obtained from the "Annual Register" and the "Bio- 
graphical Dictionary," the ages, at death, being chiefly those of 
physicians and pure surgeons, with such other members of the profes- 
sion as had attained to sufficient eminence to claim a place in those 
publications. The comparisons made in the former essay, illustrative 
of the duration of life at different periods, were repeated in this, and 
some special comparisons were made between the different grades of 
the profession. The paper also contained, in a tabular form, an 
attempt to ascertain the relative liability to fever of the members of 
the several professions, as throwing light on the cause of the ascer- 
tained differences in the duration of their lives. 

The first part of the present essay will be nearly a counterpart of 
the essay on the " Duration of Life among Medical Men." The facts 
are taken from the same sources, namely, " Chalmers' Biographical 
Dictionary," the "Annual Eegister" from 1758 to 1843, and the 
" Biographical Dictionary," together with a supplement of facts from 
the " Annual Eegister " from the year 1815 to the year 1852. The 
ages, at death, extracted from " Chalmers' Biographical Dictionary," 
are mostly those of lawyers in the higher walk of their profession, 
including several judges. The " Annual Eegister " supplies a some- 
what less select class, as the names of several solicitors are admitted 
into its obituaries, though they constitute, as was the case with 
general practitioners of medicine, a decided minority of the whole. 

The individual facts thus briefly indicated are contained in the 
first of the following tables. 

The three tables which follow are counterparts of Tables II, III, 
and IV, in the essay on " the Duration of Life among Medical Men." 
Tbey show the numbers and the per-centage proportions of deaths, 
for periods of five and ten years respectively, from the " Biographical 
Dictionary," the "Annual Eegister," and the two works combined, 
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as also the average age attained by such members of the legal profes- 
sion as had reached the ages of 26, 31, 41, and 51 respectively : — 

Table I. 
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Table IV. 



Age. 


Biographical 
Dictionary. 


Annual 
Register. 


B. D. and A. R. 


26 and upwards .... 

31 

41 

51 


65-97 
66-51 
66-93 
68-50 


66-20 
68-14 
70-20 
72-77 


67-11 
67-92 
69-21 
71-58 



Having now presented the facts relating to the duration of life 
among the members of the legal profession, in the tabular forms 
adopted in the previous essays referred to in this paper, I proceed 
to compare the results displayed in the last table with similar results 
contained in the essays on the duration of life of the clergy and of 
medical men ; and I shall use, for the purpose of this comparison, 
the average age attained by the members of the three professions, 
who have died aged 51 years and upwards. The results of this 
comparison are shown in the following table : — 

Table V. 





Clergy. 


Lawyers. 


Medical Men. 


Biographical Dictionary .... 


69-48 
74-04 


68-50 
72-77 


70-94 
72'95 







The results obtained from the " Biographical Dictionary " so far 
agree with those derived from the " Annual Eegister " as to place 
members of the legal profession in a less favourable position in 
respect of longevity than either clergymen or medical men. But the 
difference between the averages derived from the "Annual Eegister," 
for members of the medical and legal professions, is so slight (being 
only - 18, or less than two months), that no great stress can be laid 
upon it. There is a fair probability, however, taking the two orders 
of facts together, that of the three learned professions lawyers ar3 
the least healthy. 

The true relation of the other two professions is less easily 
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ascertained, for while -the "Biographical Dictionary" gives to the 
medical profession the advantage of a year and a half (1*46 years) 
over the clergy, the " Annual Register " reverses the position, and 
gives to the clergy an advantage over members of the medical pro- 
fession of little more than 1 year (1/09 years). 

As some additional light may perhaps be thrown on the true 
position of the three learned professions by comparing the average 
duration of life of their most eminent members, I have extracted 
from the "Biographical Dictionary" the ages, at death, of arch- 
bishops and bishops of the established church, of judges and high legal 
functionaries, and of such members of the medical profession, whether 
physicians or pure surgeons, as have been created baronets, appointed 
physicians or surgeons to the reigning monarch, or presided over the 
Royal College of Physicians. As the number of such distinguished 
members of the medical profession whose ages, at death are recorded 
in the " Biographical Dictionary," and more recently in the " Annual 
Register," amounts only to 46, 1 have taken the same number without 
selection, and in alphabetical order, of distinguished members of the 
other two professions. The result of this comparison is as follows : — 

Clergy... 70-28 Lawyers.... 69-96 Medical men.... 74*52 

(Archbishops and Bishops.) (Judges, &c.) (Baronets, &c.) 

When the most distinguished members of the three learned 
professions then are compared with each other, the lawyers are still 
found to occupy the lowest place, though the difference between 
them and the clergy does not exceed 4 months (0*32 of a year). The 
distinguished members of the medical profession who, in common 
with bishops and judges, received their appointments or titles at a 
ripe or advanced age, are much longer lived than those distinguished 
members of the sister professions; for the mean duration of life 
attained by them exceeds by four years and a quarter (4 - 24) the 
mean duration of life of bishops and archbishops, and by four years 
and a half (4*56) the mean duration of life of judges and other high 
legal functionaries. 

The value of life, in the three professions, may perhaps be deter- 
mined with greater accuracy, after the lapse of a few years, by 
means of the very useful tables now published every year by the 
Registrar- General, showing the deaths happening year by year 
among the members of the several professions and among men fol- 
lowing different occupations. As the results of two years' expe- 
rience for the metropolis, and of one year for the whole of England 
and Wales, is all that we at present possess, and that is obviously 
insufficient, I shall content myself with stating the facts without 
other comment than the question, whether the value of this order of 
facts may not be impaired by the greater or less facility which the 
members of the different professions have of removing from town 
during such chronic attacks of illness as threaten to terminate fatally. 

The materials for Table VI are furnished by the Registrar- 
General's Annual Summaries for the Metropolis ; and those for 
Table VII by the Fourteenth Annual Report of the Registrar- 
General, which supplies the means of calculating the rate of mor- 
tality of the members of the three professions in England and Wales, 
for the year 1851. 
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Clergymen 

Barristers and Judges 
Physicians 



Number 

Living 

in 

1851. 



1,305 

1,532 

552 



Deaths. 



1855. 



29 
19 

14 



1856. 



22 
19 

7 



Mean. 



25-5 
19-0 
10-5 



Rate 

of 

Mortality. 



1 in 51-18 
1 in 80-63 
1 in 52-57 



Table VII. 



Clergymen — (including 
Protestant Ministers) 

Barristers 

Physicians 



Number Living 
in 1851. 



23,725 
2,816 
1,771 



Died in 1651. 



323 
29 
53 



Rate of Mortality. 



1 in 73-45 
1 in 9710 
1 in 33 41 



The wide divergence between these results for all England and 
those for the metropolis, will serve still further to show the insuffi- 
ciency of the data at present at our command. 

In the essays on the duration of life among the clergy and among 
medical men, tables were given stowing the mean age attained by 
members of those two professions in different centuries. The fol- 
lowing table embodies the facts contained in those essays with the 
facts recorded in the present communication, and presents the aggre- 
gate results for the three learned professions : — 

Table VIII. 
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of 

Deaths. 
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7th century.... 
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63-00 










1 
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11th „ .... 
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73-33 
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73-33 


12th , 
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72-25 
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13th 
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5200 
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14th 
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67-40 
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66-66 


15th ,, 
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68-78 
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3 


64 66 


22 


66-14 


16th 


258 


66-86 


21 


64-62 


43 


66-84 


322 


66-71 


17th , 


426 


66-41 


70 


66-95 


50 


66-42 


546 


66-48 


18th 


193 


66-78 


82 


67-80 


42 


64-90 


317 


66-79 



The number of facts bearing on the duration of life among the 
members of the legal profession in the last three centuries is not 
large enough, though nearly equal for the three centuries, to justify 
us in attaching great importance to the averages obtained from them. 
But they render it probable that the value of life, in members of the 
legal profession, has been depreciated in those born during the 18th 
century to the extent of about a year and a half 

The last column of the table, which represents the duration of life 
among members of the three learned professions, as deduced from 
a considerable body of facts, shows, on the contrary, that in this 
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important particular, the learned professions have undergone very 
little change during the last three centuries. The averages coincide 
with others previously obtained in showing a slight depreciation in 
persons born in the 17th century, as compared with those born in the 
century preceding, and a slight recoveiy in the century following. 

The comparative duration of life in the married and single admits 
of being somewhat more accurately determined than in former essays, 
by the addition of three lives to the small class ascertained not to 
have been married, and of 69 lives to the married. 





Table 


IX. 








Number of Deaths. 


Mean Age. 


Greatest Age. 




514 
37 


68-05 
64-05 


100 


Single 


84 










4-60 


16 



The small increase in the number of the facts from which the 
average in the case of single men is deduced, leaves the difference 
between married and single members of the learned professions but 
little different from the figures obtained in the essay " On the Dura- 
tion of Life among Medical Men." 

On a future occasion I hope to be able to establish this difference, 
and to illustrate some other points touched upon in former essays, 
by the addition of the body of facts bearing on the duration of life of 
the votaries of science, literature, and the fine arts. A.t present 1 
must content myself with a brief statement of the conclusions which, 
the figures contained in this and former essays seem to warrant in 
reference to the duration of life of members of the legal profession 
and of the learned professions in the aggregate. 

Eespecting the duration of life among lawyers, the following 
propositions are submitted, subject to modification or correction 
at the hands of those who may hereafter be able to make use of a 
more considerable body of facts. 

1. That the duration of life of lawyers is somewhat shorter than 
that of the members of the two other learned professions. 

2. That the duration of life of lawyers has suffered a slight pro- 
gressive decrease during the last three centuries. 

In reference to the duration of life in the members of the learned 
professions taken collectively, the following propositions, subject to 
the same modification or correction as before, may be laid down. 

1. That the members of the three learned professions occupy, in 
respect of the duration of their lives, a favourable position among 
the educated classes. 

2. That the difference in the duration of life of the three learned 
professions is not considerable. 

3. That the three learned professions occupy the following relative 
position in respect of the duration of their lives, the longest lived 
being placed first : — medical men, clergymen, lawyers. 



